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ALEX DEES

In 1960 Dees was hired as a herdsman, for Yuma area cattle
breeder Floyd Newcomer who owned the Yuma Valley Cattle
Company. Newcomer had followed Dees’ career through FAA.
As herdsman Dees showed Newcomer’s cattle at every major
show for over seven years. In 1962 Dees joined the International
Brangus Breeders Association. He also attended Artificial
Insemination and palpation school in 1962, and became more
ALEXDEESMF.ORG

involved in breeding decisions, and was instrumental in
Born on January 20, 1940, in Yuma, AZ and
was a third generation agriculturalist with
an established reputation for integrity and quality

as a livestock ree(ler, consultant, and judge.

developing the famous “Yuvalle Black Duke Bloodline”. During
Dees tenure at Yuma Valley Cattle Company, the ranch main-

tained 700 cows. Two hundred fifty of these were pure breed
Brangus, and the rest were various percentages of Brahman

and Angus that were used in a breeding-up program.
djud
He maintained nearly 1,000 head of Brangus in

Yuma, Arizona. In addition to slmwing and J}itting,
Dees Legan consulting with breeders tllrougllout the
Soutkwest, Mexico, and Hawaii. In 1976 ELony

magazine ran a {;ive—page article on Dees titled,

“Cl’lampion Brangus Breeder”. For the next several
years Dees hit every livestock show between
Yuma and Houston, with Dees receiving
1

ots ol exposure in the in(lustry
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ALEX DEES

Alex Dees received many awards and recognition
throughout his life. February 11th 2006 was a ALEX DEES
historic day for Yuma, Arizona and Alex Dees.

For the first time in the 60 year history of the

X PROFESSION:
Silver Spur Rodeo and Parade the Grand Marshal Rancher Brosslar Mivesiis s
Alex Dees was African-American. Other awards SUNRISE:
earned by Dees: In January 2002 as one of the January 20, 1940
most famous Brangus breeders in the country, Dees SUNSET:
becomes a dedicatee at the Arizona National November 6, 2014
Livestock Show. In October of 2003 Dees was HOMETOWN:
honored as Outstanding Benefactor Philanthropist Yomo, Arizona
of the Year during the annual Heart of Yuma Alex Dees was the oldest of sixieen children born to John
- and Allily Dees in Yuma, Arizona. His father was a row crop
awards ceremony. In 2007 Dees was the recipient

farmer on land near the Colorado River (Southwestern
Arizona), settled by African American farmers in the 1920's.
He was raised on the family farm, which included;

of the Pioneer Award, from the International
Brangus Breeders Association. Dees is one of only

two breeders to ever receive this award. In 2009 corn, cotton, a few commercial cows, dairy cattle,
Dees was inducted into the National Multi-cultural pigs and hOfSéS. Dees spent his youth
and Western Heritage Museum Hall of Fame. working on the family farm.
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